
SafeCenter is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA    

Program Discrimination Complaint Form (PDF), found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. 

You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your 

completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, 
Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax 

(202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov. 

Clinton County 

323 N. Clinton Ave. 

St. Johns, MI 48879 

Phone:  989.723.9716 

Fax:  989.224.6947 

Shiawassee County 

1300 N. Hickory St. 

Owosso, MI 48867 

Phone:  989.723.9716 

Fax:  989.723.3822 

SafeCenter is funded in part by: 

 

Bank of America 

Capital Area United Way 

Capital Region Community Foundation 

Cook Family Foundation 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

Greater Lansing Food Bank 

Michigan Domestic & Sexual Violence 

Prevention & Treatment Board 

Owosso Rotary Club 

Shiawassee Community Foundation 

Shiawassee United Way 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 472 

St. Johns, MI 48879 

24-Hour Crisis Line:  877.952.7283 

Email:  safecenter@thesafecenter.org 

www.thesafecenter.org 

Annual Report 

2014/2015 
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The above list reflects donors  

October 1, 2014 through September 30, 2015. 

 

Along with the individuals and businesses listed 

above, SafeCenter received numerous  

donations from anonymous donors.  

 

SafeCenter received in-kind donations totaling 

$44,171 for the above time period. 

ADVOCATE SPONSORS 
Abraham, Dale & Julia 
Agro-Culture Liquid Fertilizers 
Allaby and Brewbaker 
Baird, Laura and Zulakis, George 
Baker College Nursing Program 
Bee's Sports, Farm & Auto, Inc. 
Bird, Marcia 
Bryant, Linda 
Carland United Methodist Church 
Carlson, Peggy W. 
Chapin United Methodist Church 
City Of Corunna VFW Auxiliary 4005 
Clinton County Democrats 
Colegrove, Duke 
Cook, Tom and Owens, Anna 
Corbin, Penny 
Corunna VFW Aux Pond Hurd Group 
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Cross, Nick 
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Deering, Barb 
DiscoveringOurCity.com 
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GroundWork Counseling, LLC 
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Gunnisonville UMC 
Henning, Paul and Ruth 
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Hissong, Stacy 
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Hornus, Karen 
Hufnagel, Eric and Monica 
Kangas For Sheriff 
Kilmer, Susan 
Kritter 
Lansing Community College 

Shaaban, Barbara 
St. George, Patrick and Patricia 
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
St. Joseph Peace Makers 
Tom Motz Builder LLC 
Widdows, Denise & Rich  
 
PACESETTER SPONSORS 

Avery, Tonya and Randy 
Baker College ELC 
Ben Frederick For State Representative 
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority 
Birchmeier, Janna 
Blask, Michele 
Catholic Community Of St. Jude 
Crowder, Sandra 
Dahlgren, Robert 
Darabos, Anna 
Dentco 
Eastside Sewing People 
Farris, Sandra 
Fedewa, Cheryl 
Ford, Carole 
Goodwill Industries Of Owosso 
Green, Janis 
Hawks, Carrie Rathbun 
Hayes, Rod 
Jose' and Nancy Brown 
Kiwanis Club Of St. Johns 
Maple Rapids Methodist Church 
Mee, Colleen 
Michigan Veneer, LTD 
Owosso Cares Food Drive - OPS 
Pline, Roger and Ruth 
Quest Software 
Riker, Laurice 
Rogers, Jaime and Theodore 
Safi, Sam and Shelly 
Shaver, Emily 
Sparrow Clinton Hospital 
St. Johns Lioness Club 
Teall, Stephanie 
Two Men and A Truck 
Woods, Darlene 
Zook, Carol 
Zvonek, Melissa  

Leduc, Gerry 
Lemmen, Ray 
Lioness Club Of DeWitt 
Lioness District 11-C2 
Long, Dennis and Carolyn 
McComb, Ellen and Harold 
Mid Michigan Future Fund 
Perry Lions Club 
Pline, Alice 
Porter, Dane 
Porter, Louise 
Price, Kathy and Jeff 
Rick Jones For State Senate Committee 
Rick, Michelle 
Rogers, Cheryl 
Rossman, Aurora 
Salem United Methodist Church 
Scott, Brandon and Anna 
Shawnee, Artelia 
Shiawassee Historical Society 
Shiawassee Quilters 
Sloat, Debra and Leslie 
Smith, Craig 
Sohn, Janice 
St Paul Altar Society 
St. Johns Lutheran Ladies Guild 
St. Johns Rotary 
St. Joseph Piece Quilters 
St. Paul's Episcopal Church 
Sterling, Ben and Windi 
Stewart, Jacqueline 
Sutliff, Marjorie 
The Emerald Golf Course 
Upton, Elmer and Jan 
USDA-Employees of the Conservation District 
Wooley, Carol and Doug 
Zuker, Cynthia  

Giving is not just about making a donation.  It is about 

making a difference.                     ~Kathy Calvin, CEO 
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Message From  

the Executive Director 

SafeCenter is proud to have completed our 32nd year of 

serving survivors.  I am happy to share that the agency is 

healthy and continues to receive top ratings from Abraham 

& Gaffney, PC through the annual audits.  This past year, the 

agency used over 90¢ of every dollar on direct services. 

 

SafeCenter is fortunate to have talented, dedicated and pas-

sionate staff committed to providing services to ensure the 

safety and security of survivors which guides them on their 

path to healing.  Our agency continues to be committed to 

providing meaningful, empowered access through shelter, 

housing, advocacy and counseling for all survivors. 

    

SafeCenter has been working tirelessly to address domestic 

and sexual violence in Clinton and Shiawassee Counties.  

We have focused our efforts on increasing relationships with 

law enforcement and other systems that impact the elimina-

tion of domestic and sexual violence.  SafeCenter assists the 

victims in healing and has been working with community 

partners on the accountability of the offenders of these 

crimes.  We, as a community, will not see an end to domes-

tic and sexual violence until we address the offenders who 

are committing the crimes and the communities that allow it 

to happen.  With your support of SafeCenter, you are part of 

eliminating domestic and sexual violence.  We still have 

many survivors to reach and still need your support. 

 

    Tonya Avery 

    Executive Director 



Emergency Services 

SafeCenter operates a 24-Hour Crisis Line seven days a week, 

365 days a year.  It is often the first step many victims take in de-

veloping a safety plan and learning about resources and options 

available to them.  The emergency shelter is open 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week, 365 days a year, serving adult and children 

victims of domestic and sexual violence. It is an environment free 

of violence which allows clients to receive safe shelter and emo-

tional and physical healing. While at the shelter, families have 

access to services including individual and group supportive 

counseling, legal advocacy, referrals and transportation. 

 

Domestic Violence Programs 

Domestic violence is commonly described as a pattern of behav-

ior in which an abuser has learned to use force, manipulation and 

fear to control a family member or intimate partner.  Abuse in-

volves the deliberate domination and control of a person using the 

following means:  physical assault (hitting, pushing, shoving, 

strangling, etc.), sexual violence (unwanted, forced sexual activi-

ty), stalking, emotional, psychological and financial abuse.  

Through both individual and group counseling, adults and chil-

dren are assisted in identifying the effects of domestic violence on 

their lives. They then have the opportunity to discover ways to 

recover from abuse. 

 

Sexual Assault Programs 

Sexual assault takes many forms including attacks such as rape or 

attempted rape, as well as any unwanted sexual contact or threats.  

Usually a sexual assault occurs when someone touches any part of 

another person's body in a sexual way, even through clothes, 

without that person's consent. Some types of sexual acts which 

fall under the category of sexual assault include forced sexual in-

tercourse (rape), sodomy (oral or anal sexual acts), child molesta-

tion, incest, fondling and attempted rape.  Through individual 

therapy and group counseling, adults and children are assisted in 

identifying the effects of sexual assault on their lives.  They then 

have the opportunity to discover ways to recover from the assault.   

 

Agency Programs Revenue & Expenses 
Year Ending September 30, 2015 

2014/2015 Revenue 

2014/2015 Expenses 



Assets & Liabilities 
Year Ending September 30, 2015 

Transitional Supportive Housing Programs 

The Transitional Supportive Housing Programs offer secure safe 

housing in Clinton and Shiawassee Counties for families over a 24 

month time period.  Over the course of the program, clients have the 

opportunity to gain independence while utilizing all of SafeCenter’s 

services.  The program will design and promote services that will 

seek to work with participants to:   

 Strengthen financial independence 

 Promote self-determination 

 Cooperate and collaborate with other agencies and services that 

can assist participants in reaching their individual goals 

 Assist in maintaining a peaceful, non-violent home environment 

 Assist in obtaining and maintaining resources that will promote 

independent living 

 Strengthen confidence and feeling of empowerment through in-

dependent living 

 

Legal Advocacy 

In the midst of dealing with stalking, physical, sexual and emotional 

abuse, Advocates help clients understand the legal process to utilize 

court systems.  Legal Advocacy refers to empowering methods of 

assisting a victim or group of victims in obtaining legal and human 

rights. This may include providing victims with legal information 

and options, accompanying them through the legal system or advo-

cating for them within the legal system. It also includes emotional 

support, encouragement and problem solving related to legal issues. 

 

Prevention and Education 

We are continually in contact with schools, community and service 

organizations, and agencies and businesses, educating about domes-

tic and sexual violence and lending information and resources to as-

sist in the prevention of violence. 

 

Volunteer Program 

As a nonprofit organization, SafeCenter relies on the support of indi-

viduals and community groups to help fulfill its mission. The success 

we have been able to achieve would not be possible without those 

who give so generously of their time.   

 



A client perspective 

My girlfriend and I had been together since high school.  We had 

a beautiful daughter and I had that dream of the perfect family.  

The family I never had when I was a child.  I worked hard to 

provide for my family and give them the life we had planned, 

but it was never enough.  I was constantly told I needed to find a  

job that would make more money while she refused to work be-

cause that was a man’s duty.  She was often cold and distant.  

When I asked her to spend time with me, she refused.  When I 

tried to spend time with friends or on my hobbies, she would 

verbally attack me for not spending time with my family, calling 

me a “deadbeat dad” and exploiting a painful part of my own 

childhood just to hurt me.  It was impossible to meet her expec-

tations with such inconsistent “rules”, but I tried every day.  One 

afternoon, I attempted to have a conversation with her about how 

I was feeling neglected and unloved.  She assaulted me.  My 

friends teased me and made me feel like I wasn’t a man because 

I “allowed” it to happen and couldn’t “handle” her.  It took so 

much strength to share my story and they made me feel weak in 

return.  Before I knew it, I had no real friendships left and I had-

n’t spent time with my extended family in months.  Even though 

I knew she assaulted me and that it was wrong, I did not think it 

was abuse and I definitely would have never called it Domestic 

Violence.  I met with a SafeCenter advocate and learned abuse 

happens to a lot of people, including men.  When my advocate 

showed me the Power and Control Wheel, I was surprised to see 

many of the things that had been happening in my relationship.  

Through my sessions with my advocate, I learned about healthy 

relationships and equality.  I also learned that I did not deserve 

to be treated badly or abused and that other people’s actions did 

not define who I was. 

Statistics 
 Adult Children Total 

Shelter Residents Served  — — 129 

Clinton County 21 15 36 

Shiawassee County 55 38 93 

 

Shelter Bed Nights — — 4765 

Clinton County 429 469 898 

Shiawassee County 2134 1733 3867 

 

Non-Residential Domestic Violence Clients  — — 177 

Clinton County 55 7 62 

Shiawassee County 92 23 115 

 

Clients Served in Sexual Assault Program 36 24 60 

    

Group Attendees — — 605 

Clinton County — — 281 

Shiawassee County — — 324 

 

Clients Served in Transitional Housing — — 110 

Clinton County 10 22 32 

Shiawassee County 27 53 80 
 

Hours given by volunteers 2,409 

 

Value of hours given by volunteers $36,133 

 97% of shelter residents reported learning additional ways to plan 

for their families’ safety. 
 

 98% of families served at the emergency shelter reported making 

positive changes in their lives during their stay. 
 

 96% of individuals and families served reported prompt phone and 

in  person contact when they sought help in a time of crisis.  

 


